Essential Knowledge
Nouns
	Gender / Number / Case
	Nouns possess all three

	Nominative
	Subject of Verb/Sentence

	Possessive Genitive
	“my friend’s house”

	Descriptive Genitive
	“a woman of virtue”

	Partitive Genitive
	“more of wine”

	Objective Genitive
	“desire of a kingdom”

	Dative
	to / for

	Double Dative
	“for use for something”

	Possessive Dative
	“there is to me a fish”

	Accusative
	object

	Accusative of Time
	how long

	Ablative
	by / with / from

	Ablative of Respect
	“in respect to …”, “in regard to…”

	Ablative of Description
	“A man with a good mind”

	Comparative Ablative
	“stronger than a lion”

	Ablative Absolute
	“with the letter having been sent”

	Causal ablative
	“For the cause of…” “for the sake of…”

	Locative
	“at / in Rome”

	Vocative
	“O Muse”

	Locative
	“at / in Rome”



Verbs
	Person / Number / Tense / Mood / Stem / Ending
	Verbs possess all of these

	Indicative Mood
	Fact / Reality

	Present
	“Is”

	imperfect
	“was”

	Future
	“will”

	Perfect
	“has” “ed”

	Pluperfect
	“had”

	Future Perfect
	“will have”

	ut + indicative
	“as/when”

	Subjunctive Mood in secondary clauses
	Used in commands, conditions, wishes, possibility and a range of secondary clauses

	Subjunctive Mood in main clauses
	“may”, “might”, “would”, “should”, “let”, “wish that…”

	Indirect Questions 
	Reported question with verb in the subjunctive

	Result Clause
	Subjunctive verb after words like adeo, ita, sic, tam, tantus, tot, talis

	Purpose Clause
	Subjunctive Verb after ut or ne showing purpose

	Conditional Clause
	introduced by si / nisi

	Imperative Mood
	Command !

	Active Voice
	Subject of the verb doing the action

	Passive Voice
	Action being done to the subject

	Deponent Verb
	Looks passive but behaves active

	Complimentary Infinitive
	to … (often after possum, volo, licet)

	Indirect Statement
	After a verb of saying / thinking / believing the subject goes into the accusative case and the main verb becomes an infinitive

	Gerund
	Verbal noun (bellandi – of waging war)

	Gerundive
	Verbal Adjective (ad res conficiendas) – for the things needs to be finished

	Gerundive of Obligation
	The gerundive with the verb to be – the agent goes into the Dative

	Supine
	Verbal noun – 4th principal part of the verb

	Participle
	Verbal Adjectives – describe nouns – have case / number / gender

	Special Verbs
	Some verbs take the dative, ablative or genitive



Adjectives
	Person / Number / Tense / Mood / Stem / Ending
	Verbs possess all of these

	Indicative Mood
	Fact / Reality

	Present
	“Is”

	imperfect
	“was”

	Future
	“will”

	Perfect
	“has” “ed”

	Pluperfect
	“had”

	Future Perfect
	“will have”

	ut + indicative
	“as/when”

	Subjunctive Mood in secondary clauses
	Used in commands, conditions, wishes, possibility and a range of secondary clauses

	Subjunctive Mood in main clauses
	“may”, “might”, “would”, “should”, “let”, “wish that…”

	Indirect Questions 
	Reported question with verb in the subjunctive

	Result Clause
	Subjunctive verb after words like adeo, ita, sic, tam, tantus, tot, talis

	Purpose Clause
	Subjunctive Verb after ut or ne showing purpose

	Conditional Clause
	introduced by si / nisi

	Imperative Mood
	Command !

	Active Voice
	Subject of the verb doing the action

	Passive Voice
	Action being done to the subject

	Deponent Verb
	Looks passive but behaves active

	Complimentary Infinitive
	to … (often after possum, volo, licet)

	Indirect Statement
	After a verb of saying / thinking / believing the subject goes into the accusative case and the main verb becomes an infinitive

	Gerund
	Verbal noun (bellandi – of waging war)

	Gerundive
	Verbal Adjective (ad res conficiendas) – for the things needs to be finished

	Gerundive of Obligation
	The gerundive with the verb to be – the agent goes into the Dative

	Supine
	Verbal noun – 4th principal part of the verb

	Participle
	Verbal Adjectives – describe nouns – have case / number / gender

	Special Verbs
	Some verbs take the dative, ablative or genitive


Other Grammar
	Adjectives
	Describe Nouns – Have case / number / gender

	Superlative
	“very …”

	Comparative
	“more …”, “rather…”

	Pronoun
	Have case / number / gender depending on the noun they are referring to

	Relative Pronoun
	qui / quae / quod

	Antecedent
	The noun that the relative pronoun refers back to

	Demonstrative usage of the relative pronoun
	Can be translated this/that rather than which/who

	Adverb
	modifies a verb

	Comparative 
	ends -ius

	Superlative
	ends -e

	Prepositions
	Tend to take accusatives or ablatives

	cum clauses
	Can be translated “when”, “since”, “although”

	questions
	typically introduced with 



Scansion
	Foot
	A spondee or a dactyl

	Spondee
	Long Long

	Dactyl
	Long Short Short

	Elision
	vowel merging



Latin Stylistics
	Repetition
	Saying a word more than once

	Alliteration
	Initial consonant repetition

	Anaphora
	Repetition of a word at the beginning of a clause / phrase

	Parallel Structure
	Repetition of phrases / clauses

	Chiasmus
	ABBA

	Enjambment
	Run on lines (poetry)

	Simile
	like / as

	Metaphor
	Figurative Word Use



Poetry Types
	Epistles
	Letters

	Epic
	Stylized, length, in medias res, narrative verse, muses, hero

	Epigram
	Short witty poems

	Didactic
	Poetry which teaches



Historical Context
	Virgil
	70-19 BC – also write Bucolics, Georgics

	Carthaginian Wars
	Fought between Rome and Carthage from 264-146 BC

	Civil Wars
	Wars fought between the Republic and Empire after Julius Caesar returned from his Governorship in Gaul

	Augustus
	Adopted son of Julius Caesar. Struggles with the second triumvirate (Lepidus & Antony) led into civil war. Augustus defeated Antony at Actium (31 BC)

	Augustan Propaganda
	Art, Literature, Coinage, Architecture all promoted the Pax Romana with divine mandate from Aeneas onward to rule the world

	Pliny the Younger’s Life
	Lawyer. Magistrate, Letter Writer under emperor Trajan

	Pliny the Elder
	PtY’s uncle. Adopted PtY after his father died. PtE wrote the Natural History

	Tacitus
	A Roman historian of the lives of the emperors to whom PtY writes his letters about the eruption

	Bay of Naples
	A bay on the West coast of Italy, around the edge are various towns (Pompeii, Herculaneum, Oplontis, Stabiae)

	Domitian
	Roman emperor from 81 to 96 AD – last member of the Flavian dynasty. 

	Trajan
	Emperor from 98 to 117 AD. Expanded Roman empire to greatest extent.

	Bithynia-Pontus
	Where Pliny is governor from 110-113 AD

	Maecenas
	Patron of Virgil – paid for the Aeneid under Augustus’s patronage




